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The form of closure formed by the lips for m is so
clearly defined as to render any important modifications
of this sound impossible. It is true that even when the
lips are closed the form of the cavity of the mouth may
be altered in different directions, by expanding or drawing
in the cheeks, by protruding or retracting the lips, by
more or less firmly closing the jaws ; these alterations
do not seem, however, materially to affect the character
of the m. The only perceptible influence arises from
the position of the tongue, the sound of m being more
sonorous when the tongue is depressed than when it is
elevated. It is, however, difficult to say whether this
difference is due entirely to the depression of the tongue,
or whether it is not caused by the depression of the
larynx, which would almost necessarily accompany that
of the tongue, and which would lower the fundamental
tone.

The case is different with n, in the formation of which
the point of closure is less accurately defined, being in
some instances more forward, in others more backward.
The most forward point at which the closure can take
place is between the apex of the tongue and the incisors
of the upper jaw, the most backward that between the
dorsum of the tongue and the posterior portion of the
hard palate. The farther forward the point of closure
the clearer is the sound, the more backward the duller.
This may arise from the difference in the capacity of the
portion of the cavity of the mouth thus marked off by
this varying point of closure ; the greater clearness of
the n formed by the more forward point of closure may,
however, be due to a less complete stoppage of the
cavity of the mouth, some air escaping on either side of
the tongue, and imparting to the sound something of
the clearer character of the oral sounds. This view